Tyn-y-Berllan, 

/£>'  Bui  1th  Wells 

%.  * pt  ! 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Golv/yn. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1953 » 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lddy  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1953* 

General 

The  Colwyn  Rural  District  is  almost  entirely  rural,  the  only 
industrial  undertakings  being  a Stone  Quarry,  a C.W.S.  Creamery,  a Sawmill, 
a Waggon  Repair  Depot  and  two  Railway  Stations. 

The  Total  number  of  persons  employed  in  industry  is  less  than  200 
most  of  whom  reside  outside  the  area. 

Statistics* 


Area 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Births. 


Live  Legitimate  Male  13 

do.  Illegitimate  0 

Still  Births  0 


Female  13 
1 
0 


29,579  Acres. , 
1,629 
489 


Total  Births  27® 

Deaths. 


Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasm 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

System 

Coronary  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System 

Gastritis  / Dnteritis 
Nephritis  / Nephrosis 
Congenital  Malformation 
Accident 

Totals 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

4 

9 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

X 

Q 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

13 

6 

21 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services. 


Public  He alth  Officers. 

Medical  Officer.  - Dr.  D.  F.  Cameron,  Tyn-y-Berllan, 

Builth  vrells. 


Sanitary  Officer.  - Mr.  G.  Llewellyn,  Y Gorlan, 

Builth  Wells. 
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Laboratory  Facilities 


Improvement  in  the  train  services  were  of  great  benefit  to  the 
system  of  sample  collection  and  analysis.  Alterations  in  the  train  times 
Shrewsbury  and  an  agreement  made  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  there 
made  it  possible  for  samples  to  be  in  the  Laboratory  within  the  stipulated 
six  hours  of  collection.  Samples  for  the  Public  Analyst  could  only  be 
delivered  within  the  proper  time  by  hand. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ex  cellent  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Radnorshire  County 
Ambulance,  Llandrindod  Wells  and  the  Breconshire  Ambulance,  Builth  Wells. 

Home  Nursing. 

These  duties  are  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurses  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Radnorshie  Health  Authority. 

Treatment  Centres  and  C 1 inics , 

Orthopaedic,  E.N.T.  and  Chest  Clinics  are  regularly  held  at 
Llandrindod  Wells  and  a Chest  Clinic  is  held,  weekly,  at  Builth  Wells. 

Hospitals . 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  area,  but  treatment  is  available  at  the 
County  Hospital,  Llandrindod  Wells  or  at  Builth  Cottage  Hospital,  Builth 
Wells. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Adequate  arrangements  exist  in  the  area  for  maternity  and  child 
welfare  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

Water  supplies  to  the  various  parts  of  the  district  are  obtained 
from  springs.  The  only  shortages  experienced  during  the  year  were  caused 
by  mechanical  failure , and  were  of  very  short  duration. 

Aberedw . Work  on  the  Wberedw  Water  Supply  Scheme  continued  slowly,  and 

was  far  from  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  meantime,  the 
existing  supply  continued  to  function  satisfac torily. 

Plane lwedd.  During  the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  improve  the  water 
supply  to  the  Station  Road  district  of  Llanelwedd.  This  supply  had  been 
steadily  deteriorating  owing  to  corrosion  of  the  main  across  the  Wye  Bridge. 
The  worst  part  of  the  main  was  found  to  be  that  along  the  Radnorshire  half 
of  the  bridge,  and  this  length  was  therefore  renewed.  As  a result,  a 
greatly  improved  supply  was  provided,  and  complaints  such  as  had  previously 
been  received  from  the  Llanelwedd  Hotel  and  the  Llanelwedd  Slaughter-House 
ceased. 

Howey . At  Howey,  an  extension  scheme  to  provide  water  to  certain  farms 
and  potential  building  sites  in  the  Newcastle  area  was  put  in  hand  and  and 
completed  in  good  time. 

Hundred  House,  At  Hundred  House,  water  became  short  during  the  year 
owing  to  obstruction  of  the  main  from  the  springs  to  the  reservoir.  This 
was  renewed,  and  a copious  supply  was  subsequently  provided  at  the  .■ 
reservoir. 

Hill  Harming  Act  Proposals.  Farmers  in  the  Council’s  district  continued 

to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  for  grant  aid  offerred  by  the  Hill 
Farming  Act  of  1946,  in  respect  of  new  farm  water  supplies,  and  where-',  ver 
necessary,  samples  of  proposed  sources  were  taken,  the  certificates  issued 
where  possible  showing  the  purity  of  the  supply,  the  Council  ’s  satisfaction 
in  the  matter  and  giving  other  assurances  called  for  by  the  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee.  All  necessary  advice  was  given  on  the  selection  of  f 
the  sources,,  the  measurement  of  flows  and  other  problems  associated  with  the 
w ork . ^ 


Plane Iwedd  Supply 


No.  of  Houses  supplied  direct  to  house  14* 
Population  thus  supplied  41 • 
Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  Nil. 

Aberedw. 

No.  of  Houses  supplied  direct  to  house  2. 
Population  thus  supplied  5- 
Houses  supplied  "by  standpipe  10. 
Population  thus  supplied  33* 

•^lanfaredd. 

No.  of  houses  supplied  direct  to  house  9. 
Population  thus  supplied  26. 
Houses  supplied  hy  standpipe.  Nil. 

Cregrina . 

No.  of  houses  supplied  to  house  4. 
Population  thus  supplied  10. 
Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  2. 
Population  thus  supplied  4. 

Kowcy 

Houses  supplied  direct  84. 
Population  thus  supplied  252. 
Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  5« 
Population  thus  supplied  12. 

Hundred  House. 

Houses  supplied  direct  12. 
Population  thus  supplied  39. 
Houses  supplied  by  standpipe  2. 
Population  thus  supplied  6. 


In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  systems,  the  Builth  Road  area  is 
supplied  from  a private  supply  owned  by  the  Transport  Commission. 

This  Supply  is  filtered  and  chlorinated. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Council’s  housing  estate  at  Llanfaredd  and  the  Railway  Station 
district  of  LlaneTwedd  are  served  by  small  sewerage  systems. 

No.  of  visits  to  sewerage  disposal  systems  36. 

No.  of  general  visits  in  connection  with  sewage  disposal  17. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  systems,  the  Council’s  estate 
at  Howey  is  provided  with  cesspool  drainage  for  sullage  water  only. 

During  the  year  the  disposal  point  was  fenced  in  to  prevent  entry 
by  cattle  and  horses. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council’s  refuse  collection  scheme  continued  to  operate  withb. 
undue  difficulty.  a great  improvement  in  the  general  cleanliness  of  the 
district  is  apparent  as  a result  of  this  scheme.  Old  accumulations  whic 
were  formed  in  the  days  before  the  scheme  came  into  operation  are  being 
steadily  cleared  up  with  a definite  lessening  of  infestations  of  rats  and 
mice  in  the  vicinity. 
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Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 


None  cf  the  houses  in  the  area  are  of  such  a type  as  to  require 
control  hy  the  "bye-laws  made  under  Section  6 of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

Common  Lodging  Houses, 

There  are  no  Common  lodging  Houses  in  the  Area. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  out  in  the  area. 

Licensed  Premises. 

No.  of  visits  carried  out  "by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
Notices  served 

Factories . 

No.  of  factories  in  the  area 
No.  of  visits  made 
Notices  served 
Defects  found 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  licenced  camping  sites  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  were  found  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control. 

No.  of  premises  inspected 
No.  of  premises  found  infested 
No.  of  premises  treated 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  "by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Only  5y  lhs.  of  food,  meat  excepted,  were  condemned  during  the 

year. 

Housing* 


5. 

Nil. 


4. 

11. 

Nil. 

One. 


290. 
60  e 

48. 


No  houses  were  "built  hy  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Milk. 

Milk  is  supplied  throughout  the  area  hy  producer-retailers  from 
inside  and  outside  the  district.  No  complaints  as  to  the  keeping  quality 
of  milk  were  received,  and  vendors  vehicles  were  at  all  times  found  to  he 
satisfactorily  clean.  The  provision  of  some  facility  for  routine  milk 
testing  remains  a great  necessity. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Regular  inspections  were  maintained  at  the  slaughterhouse  at 
Llanelwedd.  During  the  year,  conditions  at  the  slaughterhouse  were 
greatly  improved  hy  the  increased  water  supjbly  which  resulted  from  the 
renewal  of  the  water  main  across  the  Wye  Bridge. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  L 
the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned 


No.  inspected. 

Whole  Carcases 
Condemned. 

Part  Carcases 
Condemned 

Offal 

Condemned. 

Cattle 

130 

3 

462  lbs. 

937- lbs. 

Calves 

123 

7 

22  lbs. 

70. lbs. 

Sheep 

2,148 

29 

42  lbs. 

482. lbs. 

Pigs 

184 

Nil 

179  lbs. 

47. lbs. 

Totals 

2,585 

39 

705  lbs. 

1 *536. lbs. 

Ice-Cream 

Premises. 

There  is  one  retailer  of  ice-cream  in  the  area. 
Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Ghichen  Pox  1. 

Measles  2. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  1. 


Diphtheria  and  Who  opine;  Cough  Immunisation. 

There  was  a marked  improvement  in  the  number  of  children 
immunised  during  the  year. 


(signed)  D.  F.  Cameron. 


Medical  Officer 


